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Student Health & Wellness 

Immunization Exemption Policy
Whittier College takes a strong stance on immunizations in order to protect the health and well-being of students, staff and faculty. We would like to eliminate or reduce the likelihood of communicable diseases on campus, as a result, have instituted immunization requirements.

As part of the health requirements for all NEW incoming students, one must show proof of the following vaccinations by the deadline as stated on the website  
· 2 doses of Measles, Mumps, Rubella (MMR) or a positive MMR titer; an equivocal is considered negative.

· Tdap within the last 10 years
· 3 doses of Hepatitis B or a positive Hepatitis B titer

· Menactra or Menveo at age 16 or later

· Proof of a positive Varicella titer (equivocal titers are considered negative) or 2 doses of Varivax 
· TB skin test within the last year prior to the first day of classes  
· International and Exchange students must obtain a QuantiFERON Gold Test instead of the Mantoux TB Skin Test.  
We strictly enforce our policy and permit only limited exceptions.   Disease can spread quickly at a small residential college and the college has an interest in protecting individuals and the campus community from the devastating consequences that can result when an adult contracts one of these illnesses.

Occasionally the college is asked to exempt a particular student from its immunization requirements.  Because the college believes that the entire campus population is best served when every student is immunized, it does not favor exemptions.   The college will, however, consider a request for exemption, but ONLY under the following circumstances.

1. Medical Necessity/Contraindication – A Medical Exemption Form must be completed and signed by a health care provider which identifies the specific immunization(s) that could be detrimental to the student’s health.
2. Religious Objection – A Religious Exemption Form must be completed.  The college will consider granting an exemption based on a written statement by the student stating the specific religious belief on which the opposition to the required vaccinations is based and the theological basis for such belief.
Please note that the TB skin test or QuantiFERON  Gold Test cannot be waived for any reason.  The college will consider each exemption on a case-by-case basis and make a determination whether to approve the request.  Students who are granted exemption must execute the college’s Immunization Waiver. Students who are denied exemption will need to complete all the required vaccinations in order to remain at Whittier College.
If a student requests an immunization waiver due to religion conviction or a
medical contraindication, the appropriate Immunization Waiver(s) must be completed and signed 30 days prior to the 1st day of classes for the semester.   For students enrolling within 1-2 weeks prior to the start of college, a 2 week extension will be provided.  
There are some consequences if immunization(s) is/are waived by the student including quarantine in the event of outbreak of any disease.
Quarantine Policy 
Under quarantine policy in the event of an outbreak of any disease for which you are not
immunized as required by the college, you will be asked to leave campus until two incubation periods have passed after the last case has been diagnosed. Students quarantined from campus are not eligible for tuition, room, or board refunds and they may suffer academic consequences if class/lab attendance is necessary to meet course requirements.
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